Bharatiya Doorsanchar Manch
(URAI REAR H4)
(AIGETOA, BTEU, BDPS, AIBSNLOBCEWA, STEWA, FNTOBEA, BTU)
Email: bdmbms23@gmail.com, Phone: 9415000770, 8373967633

BDM/2025-26/40 Dated 13.03.2026

To,

Shri A Robert J Ravi,

Chairman and Managing Director,
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited,
Janpath, New Delhi - 110001.

Subject: Ambiguous and incorrect information furnished by BSNL with respect to the
Parliamentary Question - An intentional act of the Admin cell of BSNL
Corporate Office to mislead the Hon’ble Parliament. Regarding.

Reference: Parliamentary Question no. 3160 by Hon’ble MP Shri Anurag Thakur Ji with
respect to withdrawal of Sports Facility in BSNL.

Respected Sir,

This is with reference to the reply submitted by BSNL with respect to the Parliamentary Question
under reference. We are in receipt of the reply submitted to the above question (Copy Attached
herewith). We are astonished to note the reply submitted by the Admin Section of BSNL CO which
is in complete contravention of the actual facts. It appears that the audacity of certain officers
in BSNL has reached such a level that they are not afraid of putting the wrong facts
before the highest pillar of democracy in India i.e. Our Hon’ble Parliament. We sincerely
feel that the concerned head of the unit must be made aware that providing misleading information
to Parliament tantamount to the Breach of Privilege and Contempt of House which is a punishable
offence under Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS).

With regard to the reply submitted, we wish to submit the following facts for the kind information
of your good self and intervention for directing the admin section for immediate necessary
corrective action:

1] Misleading and Incomplete Reply with respect to Point (c)

In response to point (c) of the Parliamentary Question, admin cell of BSNL CO has stated that
representations have been received from unions/associations for restoration of sports activities in
BSNL while totally ignoring the question which asks for specific details with respect to
representations/appeals received from the athletes, coaches or associations including those from
BSNL national teams of various sports.

This statement is factually incorrect, incomplete and misleading as it simply states that
representations have been received from unions and associations and completely
suppresses the facts with respect to the representations/appeals received from the
athletes, coaches or associations including those from BSNL national teams of various
sports.

The reality is that BSNL sportspersons, sports associations, and employee unions/associations have
repeatedly raised the issue and requested restoration of sports activities as well as permission for
participation in various national and international sporting events as evident from the few cases
which came to our knowledge as detailed hereinafter. Admin cell of BSNL CO has completely
suppressed this information in the reply to the Parliamentary Question.

Further, several instances clearly establish that even when no financial implication on
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BSNL is involved, permissions are being routinely denied, which contradicts the
justification of “austerity measures” cited by management in Response to the point a
and b of the Parliamentary Question.

Some illustrative cases are as follows:

1.

BCCI Match Referees from BSNL:

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) regularly requests the services of three match
referees from BSNL for domestic tournaments. However, BSNL Management has repeatedly
denied permission to these referees despite multiple requests.

It is pertinent to note that granting such permission involves no financial expenditure
from BSNL, as the entire expenditure is borne by the tournament organizers.

. Cooch Behar Trophy - MP Under-19 Team:

Recently, Madhya Pradesh won the prestigious BCCI Cooch Behar Trophy (Under-19). The Head
Coach of the MP team, Shri Sunil Dholpure, is a BSNL employee, yet BSNL management did not
grant the required permission despite formal requests from the Madhya Pradesh Cricket
Association.

MPCA officially requested BSNL to sanction sports leave so that he could coach the
team during the tournament period. Again, no financial burden was involved on BSNL
in granting such permission.

. All India Public Sector Cricket Tournament:

Invitations are regularly issued to both BSNL and MTNL for participation in the All-India Public
Sector Cricket Tournament.

However, while MTNL is granted permission to participate, BSNL players are denied
permission. This raises a serious question on how the so-called “expenditure control”
justification is being selectively applied.

. IPL Team - Gujarat Titans:

A BSNL employee, is serving as Assistant Coach of IPL team Gujarat Titans. However, BSNL
management did not grant the required permission for him to participate in the
tournament. This again involved no financial implication for BSNL.

. International Shooting Competition:

Shri Md. Farak Sheer Alam, a BSNL employee, was selected as an official member representing
India in an international shooting competition. Even in this case, the request for permission
was denied despite the fact that no TA/DA or financial support was sought from BSNL.

. International Carrom Tournament:

Shri M A Hakim, an International Carrom player and Bronze Medal winner, is another
example who was denied permission by PGM (Admin).

. Delhi & District Cricket Association (DDCA) Club Participation:

The annual club fee for participation in DDCA tournaments is approximately Z5 lakh for private
organizations, whereas for a government organization like BSNL it is only about 6000 per year.

BSNL players themselves offered to collect and deposit the fee from their personal contributions,
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yet the management still did not grant permission for participation.

2] With respect to the reasons for stopping the Sports facility in BSNL at point (a) and
(b), BSNL has replied the reasons as austerity measures. Further in response to point
(d), BSNL has stated that sports will be resumed once financial position improves.

With respect to above, we wish to state that the sports facility of BSNL continued even
when BSNL was in a much worse financial condition than today where even timely
disbursement of Salary was getting difficult. Today financial condition of BSNL has improved
to a greater extent and hence stopping the policy with reasons as austerity measure is far
from reality and stating that it will be resumed when financial position improves is again
a false premise taken by Admin Cell of BSNL CO given the fact that the financial position
is already improved from the position in which BSNL was placed few years before when
sports facilities were in continuance. Hence the information provided by the BSNL unit headed
by PGM (Admin) is again contradictory as well as misleading w.r.t point a, b and d also.

Sports Compendium in BSNL is a duly approved policy by BSNL Board and Sport Board. While
putting on hold or making changes to this policy, no concurrence of Board or even Management
committee has been taken. Even the meeting of the sports board was not convened. The stopping
of Sports activities in BSNL is nothing but a simple act of high headedness by few officers of BSNL
where they didn't even bother to inform BSNL Board/Management Committee/Sports Board about
the changes to the Policy while ideally, they should have taken concurrence from
Board/Management Committee before making changes or stopping the activities.

If austerity measures are the criteria, stopping sports activity and saving few bucks will not be
helpful at all. If austerity is required, all the officers of BSNL including the Board of
Directors may be asked to mandatorily use BSNL IQs while on official tour. Unnecessary
Foreign Travel, Unnecessary domestic travels, huge Protocols of higher officers on tour,
unnecessary office expenditure etc should be stopped instead of penalizing the
meritorious sports persons of BSNL.

We request for a historical analysis of year wise expenditure on above heads vis-a-vis the
expenditure on Sports activities. To the best of our belief, it will be very clear from this
analysis that if austerity was the reason for stopping the sports activities, before
initiating any such action, a full stop should have been made to the expenditure as
mentioned in the preceding paragraph and all such similar expenditures.

As a responsible association of BSNL, we consider ourselves dutybound to inform your good self
that such an irresponsible act of misguiding the highest authorities by Admin Cell of BSNL CO
headed by PGM (Admin) is not in the best interest of BSNL. Hence, we request for your kind
intervention in directing the concerned cell for an immediate corrective action as well as for fixing
up the responsibility for this intentional act of mis-informing the higher authorities with respect
the reply of the parliamentary question under reference.

Thanking you.

I Relwad

(Chairman) (Convener)
General Secretary, AIGETOA General Secretary BTEU BSNL
8373967633 9415000770
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Copy to:

1.

Dr. Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar Ji, Hon’ble Minister of State for Communication,
Sanchar Bhavan, New Delhi for kind information.

. Shri Amit Agrawal Ji, Secretary, Department of Telecom, Sanchar Bhavan, New Delhi for

kind information.

. Shri Surendra Kumar Pandey, General Secretary, Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS),

Dattopant Thengadi Bhawan, New Delhi for kind information.

. Shri Ashok Kumar Ji, All India Secretary & Telecom Prabhari BMS, Dattopant Thengadi

Bhawan, New Delhi for kind information.

. Shri Kalyan Sagar Nippani Ji, Director (HR), BSNL Board, BSNL Corporate Office, New

Delhi for kind information.

. All other Directors of BSNL Board for kind information please.
. Shri Rajeev Kumar Kaushik Ji, PGM (SR), BSNL CO New Delhi for kind information and

necessary action.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3160
TO BE ANSWERED ON 11™ MARCH, 2026

SPORTS ACTIVITIES IN BSNL
3160. SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:
(a) whether BSNL has taken a decision to suspend its sports activities including support for
disciplines such as cricket, athletics, badminton, volleyball and kabaddi which may affect dedicated
athletes employed by the organisation who have proudly represented India at national and
international levels;

(b) if so, the rationale for this step;

(©) the details of any representations or appeals received from concerned athletes, coaches, or
associations including those from BSNL's national teams of various sports;

(d) whether the Government intends to review this decision, encourage discussions with
stakeholders and sustain support for sports talent in BSNL; and

(e) if not, the supportive alternatives being explored to protect the welfare of these athletes and
strengthen the national sports framework?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(DR. PEMMASANI CHANDRA SEKHAR)

(a) & (b) BSNL has temporarily suspended its sports activities purely as an austerity measure
in view of the prevailing financial constraints.

(©) BSNL had received representations from Unions/Associations for restoration of sports
activities in BSNL.

(d) & (e) The restoration of sports activities would be reviewed after improvement in financial
condition of BSNL.

seskoskoskeosk



1

HRd PR
. .

AR farsmer
i qHT

aRIfepd U H. 3160
3R ¢ 1 a1 AR, 2026

fvavane d @ FRIGAT

3160. A 3T T 3P

T HEAR HAT I Tl T Ppur YAt fob:

() T NuETATT J fehebe, TQfeerd, Jsfdie, dfefiaia 3R Hagsr I Well
gfed 309 W dRIGAT &l [Afad aa & v forar €, 99d dered & dRRd

3 AT TUellel W UHEG U Fohdl & Neeld 10 & @Y TET AR aRET
TR W ARG &1 gfafafca forar §;

(@) Ife o, af 3P ded o R = §;

(1) drvavaue H (e @t H TPT A & gery afd dafa vaded,
gireTent a1 Tel ¥ urE T oY feamdea a1 e &1 <aikr &= §;

(F) T TPR 3 Ao HT e wia, RAURST & 1T T Pl derdl e 3R
dluauatsa # W ufasmat & fov aada S W@ @1 ser I@dr §; 3R

(3) afg 7, O s TEefRat & weamr & BT w3 THT VI TT B Geo
P b fow ford Tgere RAeeul W AR fear o @1 &7
R
(sf. UFAEE d9g AWR)
@) IR (@) A foel amemstt & dwa gu, dvavare F qoid: faeafar
30T & FT H U o ATt o 3 v @ Pefaa & am g

(1) dvETATS B FEATA/HE § THATATT A Wl afafafadt B g gE A
& ferw 3reamdes oA gu |

(&) 3R (3) divavavs & fod Rufd # gUR & dg go it @ g=9: g
PR N FHIET S|

* %k % %k ¥



